The Cologne Agreement                      167
content, and from the outset sow mines in his deadly enemy's
path.
But at the moment it was not enough merely to overthrow
one more Government or one more man. A crisis of this
political and economic nature demanded the discovery of
a constructive solution; for in the absence of any such
solution the Schleicher cabinet would simply have remained
in office.
After Strasser's departure Hitler had all he could do to
prevent the Party's ruin. If financial help was not forth-
coming the Party would be lost and with it the S.A. At
this moment Hitler turned to Papen. He understood this
ambitious man well enough to know that he shared his
enmity of Schleicher. Papen had once closed the money-
bags of the Rhine and Ruhr industrialists against him.
Papen was now to assist him by opening them up again.
Papen knew that if he complied with Hitler's request he
would be saving the Party from collapse; but in spite of
that he acceded.
In the middle of December, scarcely a week after Strasser's
secession, a financial council was held through Papen's
intervention. The sole object of this council was to arrest
the decline of the National Socialist Party. Among other
former friends of Hitler there were present at this council
Krupp, Thyssen, Vogder and Springorum. In the early
days of January, when the agreement between Hitler and
Papen was settled, payments were made into the Party
coffers by the industrialists. Debts could then be cleared
and the mercenaries paid again.
Once more Hitler was saved.
Papen was of the firm opinion that he now had Hitler
under his thumb. Money to cany on the Party was the
deciding factor with Hitler, and Papen imagined himself to
be the keeper of the key. If he now entered into an alliance
with Hitler he would be the master and Hitler the slave.
So the position of the Schleicher-Papen Government, where
the Minister of Defence had played the tune, and he, the
Chancellor, had danced to his piping, would be reversed.